CHEA MINUTES OF THE MEETING
Wednesday, Nov. 18, 2009 (7-9pm)
Beverly Silverberg’s home

3904 Calverton Drive

ATTENDING: Ron Blunck (via cell phone), Sandy Clinton, Don Hein, Lisa Holt, Sheila Kates, Jean Lee, Rick MacPherson,  Elaine Murphy,  Kimberly Nugent, Jean Pirovic, Anne and John Scott, Bev Silverberg, Ellen Wallis; Brian Goldstein and Paul Lobien came to provide information about the Buddington Property.
CHEA President Beverly Silverberg, welcomed everyone and thanked them for attending the CHEA Board Meeting.  Introductions preceded the agenda.
Bev said that the CHEA fest was well-attended. There were about 60 adults and 20 children. Bev also thanked Sheila Kates for arranging the magician and Jean Pirovic for face painting. The budget for the CHEA fest was $400.

Fall leaf  collection:  As a cost-saving measure, the County is no longer vacuuming leaves.  They must be bagged and will be picked up on Weds. Jean P. contacted Juan Casamera and will e-mail his contact info. Bev also called several companies and UP; however, none were interested in the job. John suggested having a list of yard pick up contacts to post on the website. PG county can fine residents for leaving piles of leaves at the curb. 

Property development: Representatives of the Ken Michael Co. and Jean P. discussed the Buddington property, part of which was bought from UM. There are 25 lots.  Jean P. will provide a marketing strategy. There have been discussions with Bob Mitchell of Mitchell and Best; however, because of the economy, Bob won’t be able to buy all the lots. Ted Visnic of Visnic Homes is interested in building homes on the property.  An architectural review committee (Brian Goldstein) will set standards for the homes. Brian will give us a copy of the covenants. Paul and Ted develop custom-made homes. They invited folks to check their website: www.visnichomes.com. Paul started home development in Potomac, MD. Paul works with house and lot combinations. Ron asked if Visnic homes is the executive builder. Brian said that the development is currently in the permitting stage and needs to get approval from PEPCO as well as placing the storm drains and sewers.  The work is expected to be completed around mid-spring 2010. Brian will send the most recent version of site plan. Ron suggested placing the plan on the CHEA website. He also suggested that residents of Windsor Lane and Commander Drive and CHEA board members be part of the architectural committee and have input in drafting the covenants. Sandy expressed concern about preserving the trees while developing the property. Ellen also suggested careful planning.  Brian explained that the properties need to be graded for utility space.  The road, sewer, storm drains, etc. must be taken into consideration. Sandy suggested setting limits on how many trees may be cleared. Jean P. said that the current CHE residents are concerned about preserving the value of their homes. Paul said that topography is important in building homes. Bev said this is an ongoing issue which requires regular follow-up. The lots will cost about $200K-$350K and the homes upward of $400K.

PG Plaza Development: Ron mentioned that the Belcrest Plaza project (north side of PG Plaza and Toledo Rd. with currently 500 garden-style apartments will be replaced with 2,700 new units. The development will be include buildings planned to be 4-33 stories high. This is in the transit district zone. Ron suggested visiting the www.cheamd.com  website and said that traffic will increase. The units and amenities are designed for families to shop, work and play (self-contained). There is concern for property value. The property will be upscale, and the concern is that this may be a crime target. There will be little or no impact on schools. Elaine said that the input for comments is due Dec. 7, and there will be a zoning change to the highest possible density.  She also indicated that she didn’t think the 33 story building would be approved.
National registry update: Bev went to the National Historic Register application meeting on Monday, 11/17.   The CHE application should have been forwarded to the county and state. The application agenda item was tabled because of new information from the state that had just been received. UP doesn’t want to be a part of the CHE application.  CHEA wants to document the history accurately and completely. Elaine suggested a CHEA and UP meeting to discuss the matter.
Membership: Don said the current balance in the treasury is $8100 after CHEA expenses of $7500 for sign repairs, the newsletters cost $700, and the CHEAFest cost $400. Sheila suggested asking CHEA neighbors to pay electronically. John suggested Paypal payment; however, there is a $2 fee for this service. We may consider sending invoices for 2010 dues. Bev also suggested posting CHEA on Facebook.
CHEA elections: Bev said we need new members. Anne commented that potential board members/officers need to know the time commitment, such as attending the scheduled meetings and events such as CHEA fest. We want representation from all the CHE streets. Jean P. suggested putting the membership list on the website and Rick also suggested placing the list on the CHEA alerts. Anne will write a blurb about membership. The election should take place in Jan. 2010 and need a slate of officers/board members. We may send an e-mail blast asking if other neighbors are interested in being board members/officers.

East Campus development: Rick said that the East Campus Project has been delayed and modified due to the economy.  The towns in the immediate region (CP, UP Greenbelt, Hyattsville) are working with the county to fight crime in a coordinated fashion.  Elaine discussed street cameras that are being used to monitor crime. The police can view images from their police cars. Speed cameras will be placed along Route 1, Adelphi Road, Queens Chapel Road and near other school locations.

The meeting was adjourned at 9 pm.







Respectfully submitted,







Jean S. Lee
